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OFFICER DIGIACOMO INTERVIEW 

BY DARIEN BROWN 

Many of us want to know what is being done in our school to keep us safe. I think it is important to be aware of 
what is going on around us, especially when it affects our well being. That is why I interviewed Officer 
DiGiacomo, our School Resource Officer. He was able to answer a lot of questions concerning safety, and I 
think his answers may serve as important information to the students, parents, and staff of our entire district. 

DB: Overall, how would you describe your role in Pine Hill? 

JD: As SRO and the juvenile detective, I handle anything juvenile-related in the town. I’m on call 24/7, so even 
over the weekend if there’s an issue with a juvenile, I’ll get a call from someone on the force asking if I know the 
student and filling me in on the issue. Specifically as SRO, I’m in charge of the entire school district. As an SRO, 
you’re obviously a police officer, you’re a mentor, and almost like a guidance counselor too. I teach as well; I 
teach LEAD (Law Enforcement And Drugs) at the middle school, which replaced the DARE program. At the 
elementary schools I teach about stranger danger, calling 9-11, and stuff like that. I also do community policing 
and, of course, school security - there is a lot involved in being an SRO. 

DB: Do you feel as though Overbrook has a safe environment for students? 

JD: Yes, absolutely, I think we definitely have a safe environment. We have a great camera system. I’m here to 
protect you guys. I think our student atmosphere is great - we’re very diverse, which I think makes it an 
awesome environment because everyone brings something different to the table. You guys are pretty well 
versed when it comes to lockdowns and the training we do every month, whether it be a shelter-in-place, 
lockdown, fire drill, or whatever it may be. That and working with the teachers and administration helps. We’re 
all on the same page, and our police department is very close with the school district. Having a great 
relationship between us and the school district makes a huge difference. 

DB: What precautions are in place against gun violence here at Overbrook? 

JD: The building is always locked down, so all the doors are always locked. That’s a good beginning to that. We 
have the cameras always rolling, and all the police officers always have access to the camera systems in their 
patrol car. They can be driving around town and have the same thing streaming that I see here in the office. It’s 
a great feature to have because if there is an issue we can already see a potential threat. The new entrance way is 
another feature; all the schools have updated entrance ways, which means that they’re all secure. If someone 
wants to come in, they have to show their ID, and once they come in they’re pretty much in a lockdown area. On 
a daily basis we have police officers do walk-throughs of each school at random times. They also go to every 
exterior door of the building and check to see if it’s locked. You see us out front in at arrival and dismissal, and 
that acts as a deterrent and makes people feel safer. There’s so many elements to what we’re doing here on a 
daily basis. 

DB: What is being changed or improved here in light of recent events? 

JD: Whenever there’s an issue that affects the security of school, usually for the next couple days we’ll bring 
more officers just to have that extra manpower. We’re always trying to add more cameras; cameras are key. 
Over the summertime we worked in the school to prepare as if there were an active shooter. We brought in a 
blank gun and fired blank rounds inside the school to see what it would be like. Training in the building was 
very helpful. We also train in the abandoned school on Erial Road, St. Charles, all the time. 

DB: Hypothetically, would you say that you feel pretty prepared for an active shooter event? 

JD: Oh yes, we train, train, train. Like I said, being able to train in Overbrook in the summertime was great. We 
took a lot out of it, now that we know what simulated gunshots sound like within the building. It was very good 
training. 

DB: Do you feel as though administration, staff, and students should have more specific drills to 
do with shootings? 

JD: It couldn’t hurt. The mentality is run, hide, fight. Run to safety if you can; if you can hide safely, hide until 
you can run away from the threat; if you have to fight as a last resort, then absolutely. If you can train students, 
adults, anybody on how to prepare yourself, any training is going to help. I’m all for education and furthering 
the knowledge of how to survive an incident like that. For people that would want to volunteer on their own 
time and come in to actually do a scenario, I’m all for it. We have talked about it, maybe even involving the 
teachers at some point. If the teachers adapt to it, maybe even involve the students that may be interested, but 
it would have to be on their own time. I think it would be a great training and a huge eye-opener. 

DB: What precautions were taken during the walkout? 

JD: We fully supported you, and our goal at that point was how to keep you safe. We met weeks prior [to the 
walkout] multiple times with the school district and the police department about what we were going to do. 
People might have thought that it was kind of crazy to put the cars on the street, but we had to make sure that 
everyone was safe. We had two bomb-sniffing dogs out there, and they sniffed all the cars, the fields and the 
bleachers. We had multiple officers stationed out front all day long to make sure that no one tampered with the 
field. The middle school walked out as well, so they had officers over there with a canine. I think it went great, 
and it was good to see that unity.      

DB: Is there anything you’d like to say to the students of Overbrook? 

JD: Always be ready for anything in life. Always keep your head on a swivel. I don’t mean to say that to scare 
anyone, but just be aware of your surroundings. Be prepared for anything; that’ll be my take away. Oh, and be 
kind to one another.           Continue to page 6 for more coverage on the March for Our Lives topics 

Follow us on Twitter @OHSRamPages 
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FEBRUARY AND MARCH SPOTLIGHTS 

BY KYLE JURILLA 

Jolie Smith is involved in a variety of  activities such as Yearbook, 

Drama, Book club, and many theatre productions. Her honors include 

Spotlight and being a member of the Thespian Society. Her academic 

accomplishments include the National Honor Society and achieving 

honor roll multiple times . Jolie’s favorite subject is AP US History. Her 

out of school activity is volunteering at her local library. In the future, 

Jolie plans on attending college and in Forensic Psychology. 

 

Kyle Jurilla is involved in a numerous amount of activities such as 

Yearbook, Astronomy, Coding, Art, Book, and Newspaper clubs, 

Academic Challenge, Science League, and golf. His honors include 

spotlight and being Co-Editor-in-Chief of the RamPages newspaper. 

His academic accomplishments are honor roll, principal’s list, and 

being a member of the National Honor Society. Kyle’s favorite subject 

is science. His out of school activity is helping with food donations at 

his local church. In the future, Kyle plans on attending college and 

majoring in Computer Science. 

 

Shea Pfender is involved in Paint Crew, Drama club, softball, and 

cheerleading. Her honor includes Spotlight. Her academic 

accomplishment is achieving honor roll and her favorite subjects are 

English and art. Her out of school activities include being a member of 

her township soccer team, softball and gymnastics team, and Girl 

Scouts. In the future, Shea plans on attending college to become a 

neonatal nurse. 

 

Eric Burns is involved in a handful of activities such as soccer, 

wrestling, Drama club, spring musicals, Broadway Night, and singing 

valentines. His academic accomplishment is achieving principal’s list 

every marking period. Eric’s favorite subjects are physical education 

and choir. In the future, Eric plans on attending college to become an 

artist of a best selling video game.    

 

 

Alyssa Elder is involved in a couple of activities such as Renaissance 

and Interact club. Her honors include Spotlight and being the treasurer 

of the Interact club. Her academic accomplishments are honor roll and 

principal’s list. Alyssa’s favorite subjects are psychology and science. 

Her out of school activity is volunteering at shelters with the Pine Hill 

Basketball Association. In the future, Alyssa plans on attending college 

to become a radiology nurse. 

 

Vincent Eakins is involved in drama and coding club. His honors 

include Spotlight. His academic accomplishments are honor roll and 

renaissance card holder. Vincent’s favorite subjects are history, science, 

theatre, and graphic arts. His out of school activity is photography. In 

the future, Vincent plans on attending college to become either an actor 

or a photographer. 

 

Darien Brown is involved in an immense amount of activities which 

include Science League, Academic Challenge, Newspaper club, student 

government, jazz band, video production, Yearbook, Book, Drama  and 

Renaissance clubs, Unified Sports, soccer, track and field, and tech 

crew. Her honors include spotlight, Co-Editor-in-Chief of the Ram 

pages, class secretary for three years, director of video production, 

People’s Choice, Spanish student of the year, and gym student of the 

month. Her academic accomplishments are principal’s list and 

National Honor Society. Darien’s favorite subject is English. Her out of 

school activity includes teaching Sunday school and cooking in the 

kitchen at her local church. In the future, Darien plans on attending 

college in hopes of going to an Ivy League school. 

 

Lauren Herrera is involved in 21st Century Scholars. Her honors 

include Spotlight, homeroom representative, and student government. 

Her academic accomplishments are honor roll, student of the month in 

gym and in ELA portfolio. Lauren’s favorite subject is math. Her out of 

school activities includes babysitting and volunteering at church. In the 

future, Lauren plans on attending college to become a certified nurse in 

labor and delivery. 
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From Left to Right: Eric Burns, Jolie Smith, Shea Pfender and Kyle Jurilla 

From Left to Right:  Vincent Eakins, Darien Brown, Alyssa Elder and  Lauren Herrera  
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APRIL AND MAY SPOTLIGHTS 

BY KYLE JURILLA 

Jasmine Wilson is involved in a numerous amount of activities such 

as Yearbook, Book club, Newspaper, Art club, Paint Crew, Science 

League, Coding club, prom committee, and Drama club. Her honors 

include spotlight, vice-president of the National Art Society, and 

president of the Book club. Her academic accomplishments are honor 

roll and principal’s list and being members of the Thespian Society, 

National Art Honor Society, and National Honors Society. Jasmine’s 

favorite subjects are chemistry and math. In the future, Jasmine plans 

on attending University of Albany in NY to major in computer science. 

She also plans to create a video game company with her sister. 

 

Jason Morlock is involved in tennis, Drama club, Yearbook, and 

Science League. His honors include People’s Choice, soccer team 

captain, tennis team captain, soccer mvp, drama club treasurer, and 

assistant stage manager. His academic accomplishments are National 

Honor Society and honor roll. Jason’s favorite subjects are AP physics 

and jazz band. His out of school activities include working at Chick-fil-a 

and volunteering at church. In the future, Jason plans on attending 

college to pursue a career in technological engineering. 

 

Mohammed Shriful Islam is involved in Coding club. His honors 

include Spotlight, Smart Cookie of the Month in ASL, and Sunshine 

Award. His academic accomplishment is achieving honor roll on 

multiple occasions. Mohammed’s favorite subject is English. His out of 

school activity is attending his mosque. In the future, Mohammed 

plans to attend Rowan University.  

 

Shenique Robinson is involved in 21st Century and an ASL 101 

college course. Her honors include Spotlight and a caring award. Her 

academic accomplishment is honor roll. Shenique’s favorite subject is 

anatomy. Her out of school activity is working as a home health aid. In 

the future, Shenique plans to attend Rutgers University to become a 

nurse. 

 

Maurice Wade is involved in Leo club, soccer, track, Newspaper, 

Renaissance, Multicultural club, Science League, student government, 

marching band, and jazz band. His honors include Spotlight, best 

musicianship award, judge’s award, All South Jersey jazz band and 

concert band, All South Jersey choir, Thespian society, bass section 

leader, president of renaissance, and vice-president of the junior class. 

His academic accomplishment is honor roll. Maurice’s favorite subject 

is English. His out of school activity is being a lifeguard. In the future, 

Maurice plans on attending college to study criminology and pursue a 

career in the FBI. 

 

Grace Wetherbee has been involved in marching band for two years. 

Her honors include Spotlight. Her academic accomplishment is honor 

roll. Grace’s favorite subject is American Sign Language. In the future, 

Grace plans on attending college to get a degree.   

 

 

Gabriella Parisi is involved in Yearbook, Art club, and Paint Crew. 

Her honors include Spotlight and Youth Art Month State Show. Her 

academic accomplishments are honor roll and National Honor Society. 

Her favorite subject is art. In the future, Gabriella plans on attending 

college to major in graphic design. 

 

Karla Morales is involved in the student assistant to teacher in the 

ELL Program. Her honors include Spotlight and renaissance card 

holder. Her academic accomplishment is honor roll. Karla’s favorite 

subject is environmental science. Her out of school activity is teaching 

sunday school at church. In the future, Karla plans on attending college 

to major in education and pursue a career as an ELL teacher. 
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From Left to Right: Jasmine Wilson. Jason Morlock, Mohammed Shriful Islam and Shenique Robinson 

From Left to Right:  Maurice Wade, Grace Wetherbee, Gabriella Parisi and Karla Morales  
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IVY’S MUST READS 

BY IVANNAH SOSING 

Stuck in a reading block and can’t find a new book to read? Here are some books that I believe are must 

reads. This edition includes reviews submitted to me by fellow students.  

Wintersong 

S. Jae-Jones 

Wintersong by S,. Jae-Jones is an emotional and spellbinding story that will keep you on the edge of 

your seat until the very end. Jones tells the story of Liesl, a girl who grew up in Germany listening to the 

enchanting, stories about the Goblin King that her eccentric grandmother told her, believing he was real 

and inspiring her music. As she grows, she fears that her faith in Der Erlkönig is fading as well as her 

musical dreams. But when her dear sister Käthe suddenly goes missing, her belief in the Goblin King 

returns, but he may not be just the Lord of Mischief she grew up believing he was. She must figure out 

who she truly is in order to save the ones she loves. Jones’ use of old time speech and of another 

language gives the readers a peculiar yet remarkable view of the world that Liesl lives in.  This book is 

highly recommended to any reader who is looking for a romantic fairytale that will captivate them and 

leave them mourning the end of the book. 

Reviewed by Jordan Yoder 

 

Girl Out of Water 

Lauren Silverman 

Readers will be taken on a emotional roller coaster that encounters love, friends, and new beginnings all 

through the eyes of Anise Sawyer in Girl out of Water written by Lauren Silverman. When Anise’s aunt 

gets hurt, she has to trade in sunny California, friends, a potential boyfriend and a number one passion 

for the cold and isolated state of Nebraska. Through her struggle of missing home, this senior in high 

school meets a skateboarder named Lincoln who might just steal her heart. Silverman’s fast paced and 

intriguing dialogue creates a book that you won’t want to put down. The complex and round characters 

add background and depth to not only the storyline, but the way you relate to the characters themselves. 

The imagery and setting used to describe the different states and their differences is exceptional. This 

book is recommended for love struck teens looking for a modern and fresh love story. 

Reviewed by Riley Roback 

The Five People You Meet in Heaven 

Mitch Albom 

Does death leave more questions or does it give you answers? Eddie finds this all out after a tragic 

accident at the Ruby Pier amusement park. After Eddie jumps in the way to save the life of a little girl, he 

finds himself in heaven. Here, Eddie meets five people in five different places; five people that impacted 

his life, or whose life he impacted without realizing. Here, he finds answers to years-old questions, finds 

out the consequences of his actions, and finds the truth to stories he never knew. Overbrook’s very own 

book club read this book and experienced the life of Eddie the maintenance man together. 

Reviewed by Jasmine Wilson 

 

Have you read any great books lately? Write a review about it, and you can be featured in the Overbrook 

Ram Pages! You can also suggest books for me to read, and I will write a review for them. Send all 

reviews/recommendations to snadelbach@pinehillschools.org in the media center or to me, Ivy Sosing. 

 

BLACK PANTHER MOVIE REVIEW 

BY: NAZIA ALAM 

Are you looking for a movie filled with action, adventure, comedy, and diversity? Well look no further; 

Black Panther is a perfect movie that takes you through a roller-coaster of emotions. The story begins 

with an man named T'Challa who lives in Wakanda, a fictional country in Africa where intelligent tribes 

live happily with the help of a powerful element called Vibranium. Vibranium was found in a meteorite 

that hurtled towards Earth many years ago and the African tribes used it as fuel to expand their 

technology and become an advanced civilization where the famous Black Panther took place. During the 

movie, T'challa takes his rightful place as king and as the new Black Panther after the death of his father. 

However, little does he know that because of his father's past mistakes he has to duel for his position as 

king with his cousin Erik who also wants the position. The movie continues with more hardships, 

romance and family controversies with a phenomenal ending that left the audience clapping for more. 

Black Panther is not only an action packed superhero movie but it shows African culture in an new and 

exciting way.  
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ON THE STATE OF THE UNION IN ITS CURRENT CONDITION 

BY ISAIAH W. ROEPKE 

According to Gerhard Peters of The American Presidency Project, “Jefferson was concerned that the 
practice of appearing before the representatives of the people was too similar to the British Monarch’s 
practice of addressing each new Parliament with a list of policy mandates, rather than 
‘recommendations.’” Jefferson, the third president of the U.S., thought that it would be too tyrannical 
to address Congress alone in person, but now it is completely normal for the main audience of the 
speech to be the public, not Congress. The State of the Union, from Jefferson all the way until 1913, was 
given as a physical letter to Congress up until Woodrow Wilson gave his speech in person to rally 
support for his agenda. In 1923, the State of the Union was broadcasted for the first time to the public 
for all to hear. While the president is only required to give a message about the national budget and an 
economic report speech, much more is covered than the State of the Union ever had the purpose of 
hosting. 

During the 2018 State of the Union address, Trump referred to numerous events throughout the year 
and used them to further his own agenda which, at times, weren’t for any specific policy. He began by 
saying, “A new tide of optimism was already sweeping across our land.” This brings me to the first point 
of how the State of the Union address, in its current form, is used as an echo chamber for the president 
and the his party to rally support for their policies and their ideas while the opposing party has no 
equivalent podium to refute any of what the president states. Instead, Trump can establish false 
pretenses throughout the speech and use the opportunity to paint his ideas as the best solution for the 
country, while passive aggressively referencing how the other parties don’t support the policy. Keep in 
mind that the State of the Union address is broadcasted on most, if not all, news stations. For example, 
Trump stated that, “To lower taxes for hard working Americans… we also doubled the child tax credit.” 
Even though this may be true, Trump failed to educate the audience of how all personal exemptions 
have been eliminated. Any person who is above the age of 17 can never be able to be claimed as a 
dependent again. From the perspective of someone who had children in college that could be claimed 
as dependents, this is a huge blow to their federal taxes that could equal up to thousands of dollars. If 
you are someone who is 17 or older, the new tax code now will not let you deduct any taxes from your 
taxable income. While some people who may have a lot of children, or maybe benefit from the doubling 
of the standard deduction, will see a great decrease in the amount of taxes owed. Other people who take 
care of their parents or people who don’t fall under the child tax credit will not see nearly as much of a 
difference in the amount of taxes that they owe. The burden is shifting from one group of people to the 
other.     

Not only did Trump use the State of the Union in order to further his political agenda, he also used it to 
support his ideological agenda. To rally the people behind him, which the State of the Union address 
was never meant to do, he used events that are completely unrelated to policy. “Here tonight is Preston 
Sharp… [He] decided to change that, and started a movement that has now placed 40,000 flags at the 
graves of our great heroes.” There is no problem with this. Rallying support behind a child to honor the 
dead vets is a great thing to do and a great thing to spotlight. The problem came when Trump flipped 
the story to appeal to ideological warfare. “Young patriots like Preston teach all of us about civic duty as 
Americans...Why we salute our flag, why we put our hands on our hearts for the pledge of allegiance, 
and why we proudly stand for the national anthem,” stressing “national anthem” for an obvious 
rhetorical effect. Why is the president using the State of the Union address, a speech meant to educate 
Congress about the budget and the economy, being used for the president to call out Colin Kaepernick? 
Why is the president referencing a political movement that has nothing to do with the subject at hand 
at all? It is because he is taking advantage of the State of the Union address in order to gain the support 
of individuals who may feel for his rhetoric, but may not fall for his politics. I also ask, if Trump was 
given the platform he has now, where he is broadcasted not only to the news and to the people, but also 
the entire world, would his dialect contain so much partisanship and ideology? The State of the Union 
address should always be open to the public, but it should revert back to its original state. A literal 
address to Congress not filled with propaganda and partisanship, but filled with the economic report, 
the budget, and the recommendations the president is expected to make. Let the State of the Union 
reflect the literal State of the Union. 

A JOURNEY AROUND JUPITER 

BY: NAZIA ALAM 

As technology increases rapidly, scientists can create new space exploration tools which help people 
learn more about planets than ever before. One of the most current probes out in space is the Juno 
probe, which travels around Jupiter. 

According to the creators of the Juno probe, NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory stated Juno reached 
Jupiter on July 4, 2016, and has been giving an abundance of new information about this giant celestial 
object. On February 7, 2018, NASA reported that Juno finally orbited Jupiter a total of 11 times and has 
taken breathtaking photographs. Recently Elizabeth Howell, a senior writer of Space.com, announced 
that Juno comes close to Jupiter every 53 days. Moreover, during these close flybys Juno has been 
using its JunoCam to take pictures of the gas giant’s southern hemisphere and immediately sending 
them to NASA and to the public. 

NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory assigned Juno missions to observe Jupiter's gravity and magnetic 
fields, atmosphere, and evolution. Since then, Juno has been doing its job and has also gathered data 
about Jupiter’s famous Great Red Spot, a powerful storm that has been raging for centuries. One of 
NASA’s scientists, Scott Bolton, announced, "Juno data indicates that the solar system's most famous 
storm is almost one-and-a-half Earths wide, and has roots that penetrate about 200 miles (300 
kilometers) into the planet's atmosphere." NASA has recently announced that Juno also detected a new 
radiation zone in the atmosphere near Jupiter’s equator. They have reported that this zone includes 
energetic hydrogen, oxygen, and sulfur ions moving at almost light speed. As Juno continues its 
journey with Jupiter, it finds new things that mesmerize scientists and teaches us more about the origin 
about Jupiter. 

OPIOID CRISIS IN AMERICA 

BY CIARA ROBINSON 

America has been seeing an epidemic for years 

known as the opioid crisis. According to the 

National Institute on Drug Abuse, “Every day 

more than 115 Americans die after overdosing 

on opioids.” Opioids are a class of drugs that 

are composed of illegal substances such as 

heroin and pain relievers that can be legally 

obtained through a prescription. 

A question that is asked constantly is how the 

crisis began. According to the National Institute 

on Drug Abuse, the crisis began in the 90’s 

when companies told the medical community 

that opioids were not addictive. This led to 

professionals prescribing these medications at a 

higher rate. Due to an increase of drugs 

circulating, patients began to misuse the drugs, 

becoming addicted. When patients are done 

with the use of their medication they are 

advised to dispose of the medicine, so that no 

one is able to access the medication for 

wrongful use. Opioids both legal and illegal are 

being abused by those in search of a euphoric 

rush of dopamines. With constant use opiate 

addiction can occur, and it has already claimed 

the lives of thousands.  According to the 

American Society of Addiction Medicine, “In 

2015, 276,000 adolescents were current 

nonmedical users of pain reliever, with 122,000 

having an addiction to prescription pain 

relievers. In 2015, an estimated 21,000 

adolescents had used heroin in the past year, 

and an estimated 5,000 were current heroin 

users. Additionally, an estimated 6,000 

adolescents had a heroin use disorder in 2014.” 

For years the search for answers to this 

problem have continued. In the latest search, 

the president commissioned a panel of political 

figures in 2017 to create a series of solutions to 

drug addiction and the opioid crisis. The panel 

consisted of former Governor of New Jersey 

Chris Christie, current Governor of 

Massachusetts, Charlie Baker, current 

Governor of North Carolina Roy Cooper, 

former Congressman Patrick J. Kennedy, and 

Professor Bertha Madras, Ph.D. The 

commissioned panel believes that educating the 

youth and having at-risk youth screened 

through a program known as SBIRT 

(Screening, Brief Intervention, and Referral to 

Treatment) can help prevent the use of opioids 

in youth. Making the youth aware of the 

dangers, and effects opioids can have on their 

lives I believe could help prevent future deaths. 
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tured by Juno — Image credit: NASA/
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PARKLAND SURVIVORS SPEAK OUT, DEMAND, AND STAND 
FOR CHANGE 

BY TASHMIM BEGUM 

 
On  February 14, 2018, at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High school in Parkland, Florida, 17 lives 
were taken with an AR-15 assault rifle; the trigger was pulled by 19-year-old Nikolas Cruz. Of the 
victims, two were teachers and most were freshman students. Sadly enough, similar to previous 
mass shootings, the cycle of reactions began: the nation mourns, the president gives his 
condolences and speaks about the matter, the fingers begin to point at who or what to blame, the 
petitions and internet debates start to rise, and the world forgets about those who are gone too 
soon. But these high school students, who had to witness the loss of their friends and experience a 
school shooting, took the step to break this cycle. These teen survivors have taken the activist 
position to project their voices to fight for gun control, to express the change they desire, and to 
show what they believe this nation needs. They have taken initiative to debate with politicians, to 
organize rallies and marches, and to show those who disapprove of their cause that what they 
demand is change. 

Of the numerous survivors who spoke out to the public at rallies and official meetings, Cameron 
Kasky stood up and faced Florida senator Marco Rubio. This student stood on stage at the CNN 
town hall and confronted Senator Rubio by asking him a daring question. As recorded and posted 
by CNN news, Kasky asked the Senator, “Can you tell me right now that you will not accept a single 
donation from the NRA in the future? ” This questioned  Rubio’s stated support for change and 
sympathy for the victims, which would contradict his ties and financial support from the National 
Rifle Association. Rather than answering with an implied yes or no, he dodged the question by 
repeating, “...people buy into my agenda, and I do support the Second Amendment.” Throughout 
this unprofessional debate, Senator Rubio was tongue-tied, while Cameron Kasky was greatly 
applauded as he took a step forward to face against the higher-ups. 

Another notable teen who greatly expressed her opinions was Emma Gonzalez. She proudly spoke 
at the Anti-Gun rally in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. In the clip posted by CNN, she started her speech 
by saying, “It’s time for victims to be the change we need to see,” and right off the bat the crowd 
began cheering. Gonzalez strongly expressed her desire to change gun laws to make it harder to 
access assault weapons and accessories. She believed that it is the weapon responsible for the lives 
taken, which was in the hands of a mentally ill person; she emphasized, “ This isn’t just a mental 
health issue; he wouldn’t have hurt that many students with a knife!” She placed the blame on how 
the shooter easily accessed the weapon and to the people who saw him with a weapon and said 
nothing. Gonzalez then pointed her finger at the President Trump, and exclaimed that he received 
30 million dollars from the National Rifle Association. She explained that as the number of victims 
rises, the worth of their lives decrease and that the people will be worthless in his eyes. She looked 
down on the officials shouting, “To every politician who is taking donations from the NRA, shame 
on you!” Gonzalez closed her speech chanting, “We call BS!” This chant was aimed to the 
politicians and higher-ups who implied that tougher gun laws won’t make a difference, that 
nothing could have been done to prevent this tragedy from occurring, and that teenagers do not 
know what we are talking about or understand how the government works. 

Like Cameron Kasky and Emma Gonzalez, many other teen survivors dared to stand up and let the 
nation hear their voices. David Hogg, a high school senior, has appeared multiple times on CNN, 
voicing his views on gun control and sharing his experience as a survivor. His public appearances, 
along with many other students’, led to false rumors and conspiracy theories of the survivors being 
crisis actors. Crisis actors are people hired to portray distress during a disastrous events. According 
to Matthew Yglesias of Vox, these “conspiracy theories” state that the students’ activist movement 
is part of an anti-Trump plot of the FBI. These claims were published from unreliable and false 
sources, and were proven to be untrue. This reveals that there are those who are unwilling to accept 
the younger generation using their voices to demand for a change. These rumors are fueled from 
the ignorance of the trolls who don’t care and dismiss the student survivors. But this also shows 
that the voices of these teenagers are so strong that an attempt to diminish them would require 
false accusations. In an interview on CNN’s Reliable Sources, Hogg replied to these rumors and 
theories, “It’s great advertising, honestly.” The rumors are what’s keeping these students going. 
They are not letting anyone bring them down and turn a blind eye to the horrors they have 
witnessed. A few weeks after a tragedy, the flames usually die down, but this time the awareness 
being brought stands under a spotlight with no intentions of stepping down. 

Unlike with past tragedies, the Parkland shooting led to an outcome of victims protesting and 
speaking out for a change to prevent further mass shootings from ever happening again. These 
students want gun control because if it had existed beforehand, the loss of young and innocent lives 
could have been prevented. The efforts of the teenage activism caught attention from politicians 
and celebrities alike. Some politicians support them along with their views, while others call them 
emotional, unstable teens. The student survivors have appeared as guests on the Ellen DeGeneres 
show and have been praised for standing high and strong after such trauma. The capability of 
theses students is outstanding and unbelievable. These teenagers have become activists to give 
voices to the survivors who had none, and to stop mass shooting from ever happening again.          

              

A MESSAGE TO 

OVERBROOK 

BY DARIEN BROWN 

When students of Overbrook walked out of class on 

March 14, we gathered in unity for a common cause. 

Our school is filled with diverse outspoken students, 

and with people of diverse viewpoints. One 

outspoken individual, Zoe Muller, did not just walk 

out - she had a speech prepared for anyone who 

would listen. Her speech was passionate and 

meaningful as people gathered around her to hear. 

This is what she said: 

Growing up, I was taught to never live in fear. To 

not let fear consume my life and to live freely yet 

cautiously. On March 4th, the power went out in 

our school and fear filled some students as they 

thought our school was going into lockdown due to 

a school shooter. There have been a  total of 20 

school shootings this year. There have only been 74 

days of this school year. These people who have 

been shot dead or injured will not be made into just 

another number or statistic. Today we walked out 

of class to honor the life of each person who was 

taken too soon because of a gun. 

When I heard about the school shooting in 

Parkland, Florida, I knew that I couldn’t fear going 

to school the next day. I knew that the tears I was 

crying were not going to bring anyone back to life. 

So I got angry, and I am still angry. I’m angry for 

the family and friends of the students lost, I am 

angry for the survivors who can’t fight the NRA, I 

am angry for Ms. Schwartz who lost her mother in 

the Sandy Hook shooting. I am angry that our 

Second Amendment right to bear arms is stronger 

than our right to go to school and feel safe. 

There is a reason we don’t remember the names of 

these mass murderers but we do remember the 

weapon they used. This will not be another cycle of 

a school shooting, mourning, political debate, 

giving up, and waiting for another school shooting. 

We need to inform the ignorant and those who 

don’t understand. Gun control is not impossible and 

I will continue to fight, as I hope all of you do, too. 

Maybe you don’t agree with Zoe politically, but I 

hope we can all agree emotionally. If you decided 

not to walk out because you did not feel educated 

enough to make that decision, that is 

understandable. If you decided not to walk out 

because the politics of the event differed from your 

own beliefs, that can be justified too. But if you 

decided not to walk out because you simply do not 

care, I urge you not just to think, but to feel. Hearing 

about a new shooting should impact you in such a 

way that you cannot ignore the debate. If we let go of 

our anger, of our sadness, of our concern, then we 

wave the white flag to shooters and to indignant 

lawmakers. More people, more teens with hope and 

aspirations and a future, will be robbed of these 

things. We need to educate ourselves so that we can 

make the type of informed and profound 

conversation that leads to change. If you feel as 

though this is old news, remember that the fight is 

not over. 

7 

Overbrook High School   

students participating in 

the March for Our Lives 

Walkout 
“Protect your children not 

your guns” -Students partici-

pating in the Walkout 



  

AT LAST!!! 

BY SAHIJPREET SINGH 

On March 26, 2018, in Trenton, New Jersey, the New Jersey State Senate and Assembly passed a joint resolution 

making April of every year, “Sikh Awareness and Appreciation Month.”  The month of April was selected because 

of the holiday Vaisakhi, a historical and religious festival, which  is celebrated on April 14th. SikhLEAD Intern 

Karanveer Singh Pannu wrote the resolution AJR 93 last year during his internship at Majority Leader Louis 

Greenwald’s office. Karanveer is also a Sikh American Legal Defense and Education Fund (SALDEF) SikhLEAD 

student, and author of Bullying of Sikh American Children: Through the Eyes of a Sikh American High School 

Student. Assemblyman Louis Greenwald and Karan had spent endless hours communicating and working 

together this past summer to prepare the bill.   

After discovering that the bill has been passed Karanveer had stated, “This is the first step in teaching citizens of 

our great state of New Jersey that the turban represents the core American values of equality, freedom, and social 

justice. Not only are Sikh Americans a critical component of American society, but our faith follows the same core 

values that make us a great nation.” He is indicating that Sikhs are also apart of the community and value the 

American tradition along with their own beliefs. Likewise, the Sikh culture has contributed and will continue to 

contribute good values, and ethics to the American culture. The hatred must proceed to an end, so that New 

Jersey, and hopefully in the future other states in the United States, can remain a diverse and multicultural 

country. 

The young Sikh generation has become a victim of bullying because of their appearance. I had personally 

experienced the harassment and bullying from the people around me because my dastar (turban) made me stand 

out from the crowd. During this part of my life I was exposed to this idea of racism and discrimination, but it had 

motivated me to become more successful in life. My turban is a crown that I wear everyday, but society did not 

see it that way. Turbans are extremely essential for Sikhs because it can be regarded as a symbol of sovereignty, 

dedication, self-respect, courage and piety. For example, “Kesh” (hair) is the practice of allowing one's hair to 

grow naturally as a symbol of respect for the perfection of God's creation. Since the tragedy of 9/11, Sikhs have 

been a target of hate crimes and there have been many attacks towards them because of their turbans and attire. 

For decades Sikhs, Hindus, and Muslims have been misunderstood for practicing the same beliefs, but many 

people don’t understand that they are entirely different religions. Sikhism is the 5th largest religion in the world, 

but a great deal of Americans still have no clue of who Sikhs are and their unique beliefs, customs, and traditions 

that they practice. One of the three significant beliefs that Sikhs have is seva (selfless community service), which 

plays an active and extensive role for the Sikhs society. For example, in New Jersey Sikh communities hold 

regular events that provide free meals, donated clothes, and sometimes even care packages. I. myself am apart of 

an organization called Sachkhand Express Corporation, which allows my fellow companions and I to serve langar 

(food) to the homeless in Camden, New Jersey. Being a part of these activities allow us to give back to the 

community and to our brothers and sisters that are less fortune.    

Throughout the years, many events occurred one after another in Sikh history, in which there has not been 

enough recognition. In the United States of America there are many holidays, events, and public celebrations 

incorporated from other cultures; however, there are no recognized holidays or events from the Sikh Culture. For 

instance, Ramadan and Hanukkah are two of the many holidays that are recognized by Americans. This being 

said, this interesting event will increase awareness of Sikhism and culture. There was a study performed by the 

Sikh American Legal Defense and Education Fund and Stanford University’s Peace and Innovation Lab entitled 

Turban Myths. After conducting the experiment a surprising 70% of the American public could not identify a 

picture of a Sikh man as a Sikh. After performing this assignment it had truly shown the public’s perception that 

there is a bias against the Sikh American articles of faith, including the turban, beard, and uncut hair. Sikhs have 

been in America for over 100 years, but still to this today many of our fellow Americans still don't know about 

Sikhism and its unique identity. By passing this bill, New Jersey depicts a state where there is no hatred, no 

racism, and no contemptment shall be accepted. April 14th will now be a day where our New Jersey residents can 

have the opportunity to learn about about Sikhism and who they truly are. This bill will hopefully prevent less 

hate crimes and will allow the younger generations to receive a better understanding of different types of cultures. 

To conclude, this bill will hopefully spread so that every other state in the United States of America will also be 

aware of Sikhism and pass this bill. 

TOP 10 FUN FACTS OF 

SIKHISM 

BY SAHIJPREET SINGH 

 The tenth guru of Sikhs, Guru Gobind Singh 

introduced Kaur and Singh; Singh as a last 

name to all the Sikh men and Kaur to all the 

Sikh women. Singh means a lion and Kaur 

means a princess. In Sikhism these titles 

eliminate discrimination and reinforces that 

all humans are sovereigns and equal under 

God. 

 New Jersey is its first to have a Sikh Mayor, 

Ravi Singh Bhalla, and also the first Sikh 

Attorney General, Gurbir Singh Grewal. 

 Sikhs keep their hair uncut, or natural, as a 

sign of living in harmony with God. Men — 

and some women — cover their hair with 

turbans as a mark of their faith. 

 Rupi Kaur is an Indian-Canadian poet, 

writer, illustrator and performer. She has 

published a collection of poetry and prose 

Milk and Honey in 2014, Her second book 

The Sun and Her Flowers was published in 

2017. 

 According to “The United Sikhs 

organization” there are 12 Gurdwaras (Sikh 

place of worship) located in New Jersey, also 

there is one in Pine Hill. 

 One of the many great things about the Sikh 

culture is that it is very welcoming. Anyone is 

welcomed from any culture to visit the 

Gurdwaras, not only Sikhs. 

 Sikhs have been living in America for over 

100 years and there are approximately over 

500,000 Sikhs in the United States of 

America today. 

 Sikh means “seeker of knowledge” in 

Punjabi, the language of India’s Punjab 

region and of Sikhism’s holy books. 

 The kara is a steel bracelet worn by Sikhs to 

remind them of the unity of God. 

 The universal symbol of Sikhism is the 

khanda, the double-edged sword flanked by 

two daggers (representing worldly and 

spiritual powers, bound by the oneness of 

God). 
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THANK YOU PINE HILL PIZZA AND ALL THINGS VIDEOGAMES 

FOR SUPPORTING THE RAM PAGES! 

Above: Sahijpreet with Karanveer Pannu, author 

if Bullying of the Sikh American Children.   

Below: Governor Phil Murphy signing the bill for 

the Sikh Awareness and Appreciation Month. 



THE ART OF OVERBROOK 
The Arts Section is where Overbrook’s most talented artists, writers, and photographers can have their work seen and appreciated by the 

entire student body. Take a look at the work we have in store  for this edition of Ram Pages below!  

 

Are you an aspiring artist that wants to 

have your work known? Stop by the 

media center and see Mrs. Nadelbach 

to have the chance to see your art  

published in our next edition! 

 
 SPRING 2017-18 

THE WALKOUT 

BY JULIA KOERNER 

I need love, I need hate, to become one, to unite. 

We walked out on March 14th not because we 

are immature and not because we are teens; we 

are teens but we have a voice. We will not be 

invisible or pushed aside. We are strong willed 

and our love and our faith in humanity needs to 

be restored. In this moment we are focused on 

one motive, one goal, to unify for one reason; to 

take action on gun control. We will not stop 

until someone understands that this is a 

movement and not just rebellious teens acting 

out. Walking out represents our fear, our voice, 

our commitment to change, and to 

remembering lives lost every day in shootings. 

Us teens are waving our flags of freedom as we 

fight; this isn’t only about us now. It’s the fate of 

our future. We fight together because this tug-of

-war of Democrat vs. Republican is no longer 

working, this gap is growing beneath our feet 

and our voices are the booming convergent force 

to stand against the stereotypes teens are given 

and standup for what we believe in. 

    Unification is the one thing our country has 

struggled with since the beginning of our 

country. We’ve been segregated for the color of 

our skin, our gender, our sexuality, our religion, 

but none of this separation creates a whole 

anymore. We peacefully protested, we will shout 

until our voices have meaning to the ignorant, 

we are the next generation. Today we stand with 

our eyes on the prize: our future will be friends 

instead of foes. One day I will live in a country 

where I don’t fear for my own safety. Today we 

used our voice and tomorrow we take action.  
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FAREWELL OVERBROOK 2018 

MR. JEFF MACK MRS. KATHY BENTON  DR. DAVID POPONI  

SENIORS 

TIPS FOR UPCOMING SENIORS 

BY: THIS YEAR’S SENIORS OF BOOK CLUB AND THE NEWSPAPER  

 Make sure you apply for any and all scholarships! The deadlines come incredibly fast and you could be missing out on lots of money. College 

is unnecessarily expensive and they will help lower the cost. 

 Take a step further and challenge yourself! It’s okay to push your boundaries and test your limits. Try something new, play a different sport, 

aim for a higher level class, and join different clubs. It’s the experience that sticks with you and helps you grow. 

 Live in the moment, Senior year will be one of a kind and you should do as much as you can to make it memorable. 

 Grades are important, try to stay motivated to avoid senioritis and messing up everything you’ve worked for. 

 Graduation is sooner than you think, enjoy the time you have while you still have it. Make this your best year. 

 Tour a college you are interested in so you can see if it would be a good fit for you. 

 

RETIREES 

Sadly as every year passes, Overbrook must say goodbye to members of our faculty and students. 

Whether it be the amazing staff or the graduating seniors, here they will be  remembered.  


